
Road Trip from Santa Cruz, California to Seattle Washington in a Bolt EV 

August 15th to September 2nd, 2019 
 

Summary: 

The initial motivation for this trip was a long overdue visit with good friends in Seattle. 

However, we can't resist packing in loads of interesting things to do along the way.  The basic 

plan was, first, get into Oregon quickly.  So August 15th we drove from Aptos to our first stop, 

Ashland, OR, where we spent two days.  Next stop was Sisters, OR for the Oregon ñfree fishingò 

days.  Then on to Kennewick, WA to visit a woman we know who breeds Korat cats.  After this 

we headed up to Mt Rainer for a two day stay in Paradise (oh yeah!).  Then on to Seattle for a 

four day celebration with our friends.  We left the car in Seattle and took a float plane up to 

Victoria BC, where we spent two nights on a house boat.  On August 28 we flew back to Seattle, 

picked up our car, and drove south, staying one night in Vancouver, WA.  The next day we 

headed west to the Oregon coast, staying two days at an Inn overlooking Otter Rock, then Wolf 

Creek Inn for a one-night.  We made a sweep east toward McArthur-Burney and Lassen parks 

before stopping in Red Bluff, CA. This made for an easy trip home the next day (September 2nd). 

 



White circles on the map are day destinations (hotels), red dots are charging stops and blue dot 

non car stay in Victoria BC.  The out of pocket fuel cost for 2400 miles was $80 at the combined 

quick charge stations. I included an elevation chart of the route for that perspective. 

 
Special thanks for Al LePage of the Eugene, OR Emerald Valley EVA chapter of the EAA for 

creating a press release in hopes that one of the papers would pick up the story of the trip and 

help educate the public about electric vehicles for long range trips.  Madeline Shannon, a 

reporter for the Newport News Times did an interview me and Michelle.  

 

 

First Day 

We got the car packed including all the extra charging options and snacks for the road. 

 



Took the first of many power level pictures, showing the total miles on the Bolt at the start. Note 

that I did not complete the charge so the display did not reset to zero.  On the trip to Ashland, 

these numbers should be subtracted (19.4KW and 89.2 miles) 

 

 
 

The plan for the first day, is to get the battery below 50% or lower so the quick charger will be 

quick.  Better to stop twice than to try and fully charge, so that is what we did.  First stop 

(marked with a red dot on the map) is Dunnigan, CA.  This is a large, updated Motel 6, 

consisting of several one-story buildings.  Each roof supports a large solar array.  This is more 

solar than I have ever seen on a motel before.  There are four quick charge stations and although 

they are 125KW, the Bolt EV tops out at 50KW.  This was my first use of Electrify American 

charging stations.  I had installed the application on my phone because many reviews said charge 

cards did not work.  In fact, the application did accept payments and worked well once I figured 

out that I need to start by interacting with the map on my phone, rather than the button selection 

on the station. 

 
 

This brand of station has one of the best applications for status on your charge.  Really easy to 

follow see the screen shot below.  Food and shops are extremely limited so we opted just to 



stretch our legs. We took a pleasant walk around this quiet farming community and saw some 

local historic features and the broad views of open country. 

 

 
 

We charged to 82% and headed for the next quick charge station in Redding at the Carlôs Jr. 

Nothing charming here, but the charging was free. Since this is only a 24KW station we had an 

early dinner to ensure we'd get to the Mt Shasta quick charge.  

 



 

 
Mt Shasta was such a great station choice that we decided right away to use it on our return route 

as well.  One of the best 'in your face' views of the mountain top, crisp clear air, and handy things 

nearby: a large well stocked grocery store and the Great Western across the street has a comfy 

air-conditioned lobby, lounge, and restaurant. This was our last charge before Ashland, and it 

gave us plenty of juice to get over the mountains. 

 

Mt. Shasta, before 

 
Mt Shasta, after 

 



Ashland at 7:30pm, 12 hours from Aptos, CA 

 
This was the longest leg of the trip and we didnôt need to do more than one quick charge on any 

day after this.  By far the quick charge in Dunnigan and Mt Shasta, were the best.  Mt. Shasta 

seemed to be faster than Dunnigan but that might have been an illusion due to the slow charge in 

Redding. 

 

We stayed two nights at Palm Cottages, just a one mile walk from downtown Ashland.  A sweet 

spot with all the amenities: a ClipperCreek charging station for overnight charging; a beautiful 

saltwater pool for evening relaxation; and extensive garden and picnic areas between the 

cottages.  We had an afternoon wine, cheese, and crackers while I met with the president of the 

local chapter and board member of EAA, James Stephens, who arrived in his red Tesla Model 3.  

Right next door to the 'Cottages' is an iconic Ashland eatery, Morning Glory Restaurant.  I hadnôt 

visited Ashland since my oldest daughter was working there as an assistant stage manager in the 

late 90ôs.  We dined here again this time and found it still a worthwhile experience if you're in 

the area. Only did the (disappointing), Green Show, in Ashland, no time for plays 

 



 

 
 

We left Ashland via the scenic (if disconcertingly named) ñDead Indian Memorial Roadò.  We 

charted our route along smaller secondary highways for the views and cut through the western 

portion of Crater Lake National Park.  This is one of my most favorite locations in the world.  

We enjoyed viewpoints near the lodge, then sampled a couple short hikes as we drove along just 

the portion of the rim road which lies closest to Wizard Island.  This route had the added 

advantage that no charging stops were required to reach our destination, Five Pines Lodge, in 

Sisters.  They had two Tesla and one Bosch J1772 charging station.  I was plugged in for about 

an hour and received a text message that charging had stopped.  Turns out it was just the breaker 

which might have been due to the heat.  It was out for about an hour before they found the 

electrician to reset the breaker and charging started and completed later that evening.   



 
Sisters is a fun little town and we stayed two nights. We enjoyed walking around and had an 

exceptional meal at a very unusual and popular restaurant, The Open Door (get reservations!).   

 

Our time in Sisters, coincided with two free fishing days in Oregon.  We brought all the gear, 

visited the Wizard Falls Hatchery, and even walked part of the pathway along the gorgeous 

Metolius River, but ran out of time without tying on a single fly. 

 



 
We spent one entire daytrip exploring the stark beauty of Hwy 242 (open only during warm part 

of the year) to the west of Sisters. The Dee Wright Observatory was the most interesting 

location.  The round building is constructed completely of giant lava 'boulders' and has two 

stories. Inside the dark lava room there are a number of view holes, reminiscent of ñarrowslitsò 

in fortress walls. Looking outward, each one helped spot and identify one of the many peaks 



surrounding the 'Observatory'. On the roof is a stunning 360 degree panorama. There are paved 

trails winding through the massive lava flow with rangers and exhibits signs. A lesson in both 

geology and early life, especially from viewpoint of the original inhabitants, who had to navigate 

their lives among these incessant and massive flows, living with the possibility of getting 

surrounded and trapped on a small island of high land. 

 
 

Two day stops in the place like this make for a great morning run.  Did my 3 miles in the woods. 

 
 

 

Next stop was Kennewick, WA where we had the opportunity to visit some friends and their 

Korats, a very unusual and ancient breed of cats from Thailand.  We did a short refueling at 

another Electrify America, in a gas station in Hermiston, OR (Space Age Fuel). This was only 



about 35 miles from our destination. As you can see, this would have been close to our max 

range, so it was good to stop. 

 

 
We left the Hampton Inn, Richland with a full overnight charge and headed up to Mt Rainer.  

We'd booked (way in advance) a two-night stay at the historic Paradise Inn.  Since there are no 

charging stations (yet), in the park, I email well in advance of the trip to try and talk them into 

supplying 120vac to charge my car.  The day before I arrived, I receive a message that this would 

be acceptable to them and they would run an extension cord from the maintenance department at 

the hotel.  Turn out it was a good thing to have this email because I received some resistance 

when I was checking in.  They took a picture of the message off my phone and then were happy 

to have me park in the back of the hotel next to the maintenance department.  I plugged in with 

my 120vac charging station for two days and almost received a full charge.   

 

Since I wasnôt really sure I would be able to do this, I had picked up a quick charge in Yakima at 

another Electrify America charging site.  This one at a Walmart parking lot, where we also 

picked up some lunch.  While there many gasoline power vehicles parked in electric vehicle only 

spaces even though the location wasnôt really that close to the store.  We talked to the car owners 

about the restriction and although they were nice enough, but they politely ignored us and didnôt 

move their cars. 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Mt Rainer was amazing!  We learned it would be raining on our second day, so we set off on a 

hike right away (forgetting my camera/phone and hiking shoes). On the way up the Alta Vista 

and Skyline Loop trails.  With Mount Rainier Peak looming ahead, we stopped to gasp for air, 

admiring glaciers and waterfalls.  Near the top of our trail we caught a glimpse of Muir Base 

Camp.  Unbelievable views lay on all sides as the trail loop continued through alpine meadows.  

There we got closely acquainted w/unconcerned Marmots, squealing Pikas, deer, and even a 

black bear!   

 



Although there was rain on the second day, the visitor center had good food, exhibits and wifi 

which was not available anywhere else at the site. Later in the day it did clear up enough to make 

short hikes to Deadhorse Creek and Myrtle Falls. 

 
 



 
 

On August 22, we easily made it to Seattle on the charge we got at Mt Rainer.  (As I occasionally 

do on these trips, I missed getting the picture of my charge status at this location.)   

 

Michelle is a UW alumnus (go huskies!) and her university classmates are the friends we stayed 

with for four days. Greg and Kit Owen both artists. Greg has retired from his job with the 

university, continues to produce remarkably varied artwork and Kit splits her time creating a 

most unusual garden space and working with a UW educational research project.  We did a little 

canoeing near the stadium.  Saw the Chittenden/Ballard Locks in action, transferring all sizes of 

boats between saltwater of the Puget Sound and the freshwater Ship Canal.  Also watched 

returning salmon and a fat seal picking some of them off as they made their way to the fish 

ladders. Then downtown to Pike Place with a chance to dine at The Pink Door (one of Michelle's 

eternal favorites) and up to the 40th floor of the Columbia building with a Starbucks, for a free 

viewing location. 



 
 

 

 



 

 
Most fun was just being with Kit, Greg and their son, Kevin. He is a brewer in Redmond with a 

little-known microbrewery Mac and Jackôs.  Really yum and some truly unusual brews too! If 

you have time visit their tasting room in Redmond. https://www.macandjacks.com/ 

 
 

We left the Bolt with our friends and took a float plane ride up to Victoria BC. The flight took 

off from Lake Union right in the middle of Seattle and landed neatly in the Inner Harbor near our 

next two nights lodging, a houseboat B&B near Fisherman's Wharf. 

 


