Road Trip from Santa Cra, California to Seattle Washington in a Bolt EV
August 19" to September'®, 2019

Summary:

The initial motivation for this trip was a long overdue visit with good friends in Seattle.

However, we can't resist packing in loadsraéresting things to do along the way. The basic

plan was, first, get into Oregon quickly. So August & drove from Aptos to our first stop,
Ashl and, OR, where we spent two days. Next
days. Then oto Kennewick, WA to visit a woman we know who breeds Korat cats. After this
we headed up to Mt Rainer for a two day stay in Paradise (oh yeah!). Then on to Seattle for a
four day celebration with our friends. We left the car in Seattle and took al$met up to

Victoria BC, where we spent two nights on a house boat. On August 28 we flew back to Seattle,
picked up our car, and drove south, staying one night in Vancouver, WA. The next day we
headed west to the Oregon coast, staying two days at awénliooking Otter Rock, then Wolf

Creek Inn for a onaight. We made a sweep east toward McAHBurney and Lassen parks

before stopping in Red Bluff, CA. This made for an easy trip home the next day (Sept&nber 2
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White circles on the map are ddgstinations (hotels), red dots are charging stops and blue dot
non car stay in Victoria BC. The out of pocket fuel cost for 2400 miles was $80 at the combined

quick charge station$included an elevatioohart of the routéor thatperspective
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Special thanks for Al LePage of the Eugene,EdRerald Valley EVAchaper of the EAA for
creating a press release in hopes that one of the papers would pick up the story of the trip and
help educate the public about electric vehicles for long range trips. Madeline Shannon, a
reporter for the Newport News Times did an intewime and Michelle.

First Day

We got the car packed includin'all the extra charging options and snacks for the road.




Took the first of many power level pictures, showing the total miles on the Bolt at the start. Note
that | did not complete the charge the display did not reset to zero. On the trip to Ashland,
these numbers should be subtracted (19.4KW and 89.2 miles)
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The plan for the first day, is to get the battery below 50% or lower so the quick charger will be
quick. Better to stop twice thao try and fully charge, so that is what we did. First stop

(marked with a red dot on the map) is Dunnigan, CA. This is a large, updated Motel 6,
consisting of severanestorybuildings. Each roof supports a large solar array. This is more
solar tlan | have ever seen on a motel before. There are four quick charge stations and although
they are 125KW, the Bolt EV tops out at 50KW. This was my first use of Electrify American
charging stations. | had installed the application on my phone becaugeawvigws said charge

cards did not work. Ilfact,the application did accept payments and worked well once | figured
out that | need to start hgteractingwith the map on my phone, rather than the button selection

on the station.
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This brand of statiohas one of the best applications for status on your charge. Really easy to
follow see the screen shot below. Food and shops are extremely limited so we opted just to



stretch our legs. We took a pleasant walk around this quiet farming community arahsaw s
local historic features and the broad views of open country.
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We charged to 82% and headed for the next qui
Nothing charming here, but the charging was free. Since this is only a 24KW station we had an
ealy dinner to ensure we'd get to the Mt Shasta quick charge.
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Mt Shasta was such a great station choice that we decided right away to use it on our return route
as well. One of the be'sh your face' views of the mountain top, crisp clear air, and hamdgs

nearby: a large well stocked grocery store and the Great Western across the street has a comfy
air-conditionedobby, lounge, and restaurant. This was our last charge before Asdutahit

gave us plenty of juice to get over the mountains.

Mt. Shasta, before
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Ashland at 7:30pm, 12 hours from Aptos, CA
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This was the |l ongest | eg of the trip and we d
day after this. By far the quick charge in Dunnigan and Mt Shasta, were thdbheShasta

seemed to be faster than Dunnigan but that might have been an illusion due to the slow charge in
Redding.

We stayed two nights at Palm Cottages, just a one mile walk from downtown Ashland. A sweet

spot with all the amenities: a ClipperCkezharging station for overnight charging; a beautiful
saltwatermpool for evening relaxation; and extensive garden and picnic areas between the

cottages. We had an afternoon wine, cheese, and crackers while | met with the president of the
local chapter ad board member of EAA, James Stephens, who arrived in his red Tesla Model 3.
Right next door to the ' Cottages i's an i coni
visited Ashland since my oldest daughter was working there as an assigfamhateger in the

|l ate 906s. We dined here again this time and
the areaOnIy did the(dlsappomtlng)ﬁreen Showm Ashland no time for plays
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We | eft Ashland via the scenic (if disconcert
charted our route along smaller sedary highways for the views and cut through the western

portion of Crater Lake National Park. This is one of my most favorite locations in the world.

We enjoyed viewpoints near the lodge, then sampled a couple short hikes as we drove along just
the porton of the rim road which lies closest to Wizard Island. This route had the added

advantage that no charging stops were required to reach our destination, Five Pines Lodge, in
Sisters. They had two Tesla and &uwschJ1772 charging stationl was plugged ifior about

an hour and received a text message that charging had stopped. Turns out it was just the breaker
which might have been due to the heat. It was out for about an hour before they found the
electrician to reset the breaker and charging started@ngleted later that evening.



217.2 mi

Average 4.5 mi/kwh

Sisters is a fun little town and we stayed two nights. We enjoyed walking around and had an
exceptional meal at a very unusual and popular restaurant, The Open Door (get reservations!).

Our time in Sisters, coincidegith two free fishing days in Oregon. We brought all the gear,
visited the Wizard Falls Hatchery, and even walked part of the pathway along the gorgeous
Metolius River, but ran out of time without tying on a single fly.
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We spent one entire daytrip expla the stark beauty of Hwy 242 (open only during warm part

of the year) to the west of Sisters. The Dee Wright Observatory was the most interesting

location. The round building is constructed completely of giant lava 'boulders' and has two
stories.Inle t he dark | ava room there are a number
in fortress walls. Looking outward, each one helped spot and identify one of the many peaks



surrounding the '‘Observatory'. On the roof is a stunning 360 degree panorameaarBpaved

trails winding through the massive lava flow with rangers and exhibits signs. A lesson in both
geology and early life, especially from viewpoint of the original inhabitants, who had to navigate
their lives among these incessant and massmvesflliving with the possibility of getting

surrounded and trapped on a small island of high land
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Next stop was Kennewick, WA where we had the opportunity to visit some friends and their
Korats, a very unusual and ancient breed of cats from Thailteddid a short refueling at
another Electrify America, in a gas statiorHarmiston OR (Space Age Fel). This was only



about 35 miles from our destination. As you can see, this would have been close to our max
range, so it was good to stop.
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We left the Hampton Inn, Ricaihd with a full overnight charge and headed up to Mt Rainer.

We'd booked (way in advancejvao-night stay at the historic Paradise Inn. Since there are no
charging stations (yet), in the park, | email well in advance of the trip to try and talk tleem int
supplying 120vac to charge my car. The day before | arrived, | receive a message that this would
be acceptable to them and they would run an extension cord from the maintenance department at
the hotel. Turn out it was a good thing to have this emadus®e | received some resistance

when | was checking in. They took a picture of the message off my phone and then were happy
to have me park in the back of the hotel next to the maintenance department. | plugged in with
my 120vac charging station for twdays and almost received a full charge.

Since | wasndét really sure | would be able to
another Electrify America charging site. This one at a Walmart parking lot, where we also

picked up some lunch. Nile there many gasoline power vehicles parked in electric vehicle only
spaces even though the | ocation wascar@wners eal | vy
about the restriction and although they were piveugh put they politely ignored us and didin

move their cars
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Mt Rainer was amazing! We learned it would be raining on our second day, so we set off on a
hike right away (forgetting my camera/phone and hiking shoes). On the way up the Alta Vista
and Skyline Loop trails. With Mount Rainier Peak looming ahead, we stapgeasp for air,
admiring glaciers and waterfalls. Near the top of our trail we caught a glimpse of Muir Base
Camp. Unbelievable views lay on all sides as the trail loop continued through alpine meadows.
There we got closely acquainted w/unconcernedivdés, squealing Pikas, deer, and even a

black bear!



Although there was rain on the second day, the visitor center had good food, exhibits and wifi
which was not available anywhere else at the site. Later in the day it did clear up enough to make
shorthikes to Deadhorse Creek and Myrtle Falls.
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On August 22, we easily made it to Seattle on the charge we got at Mt Rainer. (As | occasionally
do on these trips, | missed getting the picture of my charge status at this location.)

Michelle is aUW alumnug(go huskies!) and her universitjassmateare the friends we stayed

with for four days. Greg and Kit Owen both artists. Greg has retired from his job with the
university, continues to produce remarkably varied artwork and Kit splits her time creating

most unusual garden space and working with a UW educational research project. We did a little
canoeing near the stadium. Saw @ettendeBallard Locks in action, transferring all sizes of
boats betweegaltwaterof the Puget Sound and tfreshwateiShip Canal. Also watched

returning salmon and a fat seal picking some of them off as they made their way to the fish
ladders. Then downtown to Pike Place with a chance to dine at The Pink Door (one of Michelle'
eternal favorites) and up to the'%foor of the Columbia building with a Starbucks, for a free
viewing location.
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Most fun was just being with Kit, Greg and their son, Kevin. He is a brewer in Redmond with a
little-knomnmi cr obr ewery Mac and Jackos. RE®!l |y yum
you have time visit their tasting room in Redmolnidips://www.macandjacks.com/

We left the Bolt with our friends and took a float plane ride up to Victoria BC. The flight took
off from Lake Union righin the middle of Seattle and landed neatly in the Inner Harbor near our
next two nights lodging, a houseboat B&B near Fisherman's Wharf.



